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 Chicago Crime Commission honors outstanding crime fighters  
U.S. Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosenstein to keynote the event; Former DEA 

Administrator Bensinger to receive lifetime achievement award  

For Immediate Release 

Chicago, IL – Thursday, November 16, 2017 –The Chicago Crime Commission will 

hold its Stars of Distinction, 2017 Awards Dinner tonight to recognize outstanding individual 

and organizational contributions in fighting crime. U.S. Deputy Attorney General Rod 

Rosenstein will be the keynote speaker at the event.   

The program will feature nine awards presented to individuals and the organizations they 

serve in recognition of their outstanding work in law enforcement.  The recipients of the Stars of 

Distinction awards exemplify the commitment of all law enforcement in their efforts to fight 

crime in Chicago.  Additionally, former DEA Administrator and long-time Chicago Crime 

Commission Board Member Peter Bensinger will receive the Lifetime Achievement Award as he 

retires from the organization. 

“Tonight is a special night when the Chicago Crime Commission honors and celebrates 

the men and women who risk their lives by putting themselves between us and the gang 

members and other criminals that threaten our safety and security,” according to J.R. Davis, 

Chairman and President of the Chicago Crime Commission.  

“The Stars of Distinction, 2017 Awards Dinner is an opportunity to honor those law 

enforcement professionals whose efforts have been vital in the successful pursuit of justice.  It is 

also an occasion for us to express our gratitude and celebrate their triumphs with their family, 

friends, and colleagues,” he continued. 



“We are also excited to share the evening with our Keynote Speaker, U.S. Deputy 

Attorney General Rod Rosenstein, who will discuss the importance of interagency cooperation in 

achieving our shared goal of making Chicago a safer place for its citizens,” added Andrew 

Henning, Vice President of the Chicago Crime Commission.  

“A highlight of the evening will be presenting the Lifetime Achievement Award to 

former DEA Administrator Peter Bensinger, long-time Chicago Crime Commission Board 

Member,” he concluded.   

Awards presented and recipients of the Stars of Distinction Awards will include:  

 
Law Enforcement Excellence Award  

Deemed Most Wanted by FBI and the Chicago Crime Commission, Luis Macedo was a wanted fugitive 

for his connection with the murder of 15-year-old Alex Arellano. After eight years on the run, Luis 

Macedo was taken into custody on August 26th, 2017 without incident in Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico.  

 

On July 21, 2009, Macedo was charged with one count of first degree murder in the Circuit Court of 

Cook County for beating, shooting, and setting Alex Arellano on fire. Macedo, a member of Latin Kings 

is said to have initiated the attack.  

 

The search for Luis Macedo required many hours of surveillance, interviews, and analyzing information 

as it came to light. FBI Special Agent Ward Yoder and Chicago Police Department Task Force Officer 

Detective Patrick Johnson were tasked with locating Macedo. Responding to a tip that Macedo was 

working for a business in Guadalajara, Mexico, Special Agent Yoder and Detective Johnson relayed that 

information to the FBI Legal Attache Office in Mexico City who continued the investigation with local 

Mexican law enforcement. Within days, Macedo was apprehended by Mexican Federal Immigration 

Officers and was turned over to local authorities upon arrival in Chicago.  

 

For their efforts, the Chicago Crime Commission Law Enforcement Excellence Award goes to Chicago 

Police Department Detective Patrick Johnson and FBI Chicago Division Special Agent Ward Yoder.   

 

Law Enforcement Excellence Award  

On August 14, 2016, 19-year old Arshell Dennis, an aspiring journalist and son of a Chicago police 

officer was fatally shot on Chicago’s southwest side while standing with friends on his front porch. As the 

group was talking, two unknown individuals began shooting in their direction. As soon as the shots rang 

out, they all tried to run for cover. Dennis was struck by the assailant’s bullet and killed.   

Detective Scott Reiff, a veteran Homicide Investigator was assigned to the case.  

 

Since the victim was the son of a Chicago police officer, there was extra urgency to bring the shooter to 

justice.  Detective Reiff began analyzing all the evidence, witness statements, local gang information, and 

“jail house intelligence.” Despite the fact that this case received an abundance of media attention and 

inquiries from CPD Personnel and Command Staff, Detective Scott Reiff remained focused. As months 

went by without many developments, Detective Reiff used his experience and innovation to develop 

leads. In March of 2017, Detective Reiff received a tip from a rival gang member in Cook County Jail 

saying that “Gramz” was one of the shooters. At that time “Gramz”, also known as Anthony Moore, was 

in custody at the Cook County Jail awaiting trial for an unrelated felony case.  

 



Detective Scott Reiff was able to have Anthony Moore and the rival inmate placed in the same division in 

the Cook County Jail. The move proved to be invaluable. The rival inmate was able to engage Moore in 

conversation which was recorded under a court authorized Consensual Overhear. During those 

conversations, Moore admitted to the inmate that he shot the victim, Arshell Dennis. 

 

For his determination, professionalism, leadership skills, and compassion, the Chicago Crime 

Commission Law Enforcement Excellence Award goes to Chicago Police Department Detective Scott 

Reiff.  

 

Law Enforcement Meritorious Service Award  

Due to the increase in violence associated with Chicago street gangs, the Drug Enforcement Agency 

(DEA) and the Chicago Police Department formed a team to address street gangs and their connections to 

transnational drug cartels from Mexico and Central America. The goal of the team was to research and 

document Chicago’s drug situation and most prevalent street gangs, define the crime in Chicago, and 

identify significant cartel-gang cases which would impact Chicago crime.  

 

Then Sergeant Gilberto Calderon of the Chicago Police Department and Group Supervisor Scott Rowan 

of the Drug Enforcement Agency were assigned to complete the project. The final product of this 

endeavor outlined and identified a range of solutions and obstacles law enforcement agents would need to 

tackle regarding the drug trade and its connection to the Chicago market. They reviewed and compiled 

data dating from 2011 to 2017 from the DEA, FBI, Chicago crime statistics, Chicago Crime Commission 

data, Roosevelt University data, and valid newspaper articles. The conclusions and findings drawn from 

this publication have been used as the guide to coordinate long term narcotics investigations by both the 

federal government and the Chicago Police Department.  

 

For their efforts, the Law Enforcement Meritorious Service Award goes to Chicago Police Department 

Lieutenant Gilberto Calderon and DEA Group Supervisor Scott Rowan.  

 

Law Enforcement Excellence Task Force Award (Drugs, Gangs, and Guns)  

The Gangster Two-Six nation emerged in the late 1960s and quickly became one of Chicago’s most 

prominent Hispanic gangs. The Two-Six had a well-defined command structure and several consistent 

sources for firearms. The Two-Six influence has extended from 26th Street near Pulaski to neighboring 

states such as Indiana and Wisconsin, and as far away as Texas. This nationally recognized street gang is 

responsible for numerous shootings, homicides, and narcotics trafficking.  

 

“Operation Bunny Trap”, a joint investigation against the Two-Six hierarchy, utilized Team 6580 of the 

Chicago Police Department’s Gang Investigations Division and ATF Group 1. This investigation 

stretched from January 2015 to May 2017 and identified Two-Six meeting locations, the process of 

collecting dues, and how orders came down from the nation chiefs.  

 

The case involved over 80 controlled buys, a dozen covert seizures, numerous search warrants, and many 

electronically recorded overhears. During the course of the investigation 106 firearms were recovered, 

including semi-automatic handguns, assault rifles, and shot guns. In addition,1900 grams of cocaine were 

recovered along with 264 grams of heroin, 288 grams of meth, 5400 grams of cannabis, and $15,480 

USC. Over 50 Two-Six gang members were charged with weapons offenses, narcotics delivery, and 

homicide. The arrestees included the Nation Chief, and other lower faction chiefs.  

 

The nominated law enforcement professionals worked long hours and overcame numerous obstacles to 

put together one of the most effective investigations against the Two-Six gang in the Chicagoland area.  

 



For their efforts the Chicago Crime Commission Law Enforcement Excellence Task Force Award goes to 

Chicago Police Department Sergeants Walter Chudzik , Ronald Walker, Charles Day, Detectives Jeffrey 

Edwards, Joseph Nega, Joseph Wagner, Police Officers Robert Gallas, Eduardo Almanza, Sean Brandon, 

Joseph Chausse, Daniel Conway, Kyleen Cowie, Daniel DeLopez, John Dolan, Gabriel Garcia, David 

Magana, Martin McDonnell, Vernon Mitchell, Robert Smith, Edmund Zablocki; ATF Group Supervisors 

Bernard Hansen, Mark Anton, Special Agents Ricky Villacis, Paul Daou, Christopher Labno, Edward 

Placenza, Michael Ramos, Brett Mervis, Eric Koslowski, Christopher Burney, Madison Clune, Kylie 

Welsh and Intelligence Analyst Nicholas (LAST NAME).  

 

Law Enforcement Excellence Task Force Award (Drugs, Gangs, and Guns)  

Operation Over The Top, was a joint local and federal investigation targeting three Mexican Cartels that 

were supplying fentanyl and heroin to violent street gangs in Chicago, further fueling turf wars and 

violence. This investigation attacked and dismantled key cell members of the Colima Cartel, Los Rojos 

Cartel and Guerreros Unidos Cartel, who formed ad hoc alliances to orchestrate the movement of massive 

quantities of pure heroin and the deadly synthetic opioid, fentanyl, from Mexico to the Chicagoland area 

and beyond.  

 

Cartel members utilized well thought-out concealment methods to smuggle heroin into the United States. 

An engineer in Mexico designed custom hollow axles for the flatbeds of 18-wheeler tractor trailers 

customarily used to haul cargo cross country. Additionally, cartel members devised a method of 

concealing heroin and fentanyl inside hand carved wooden pictures and sculptures, which were smuggled 

from Mexico to Chicago in passenger vehicles by a network of couriers who often made multiple high-

risk runs.  

 

Through effective multi-jurisdictional partnerships, this two-year investigation resulted in the arrest of 33 

key cartel members on weapons, narcotics and money laundering charges, the seizure of 9 firearms, 204 

kilograms of heroin, 500 fentanyl tablets, 43 kilograms of cocaine, and over $1.3 million USC.  

 

For their efforts the Chicago Crime Commission Law Enforcement Excellence Task Force Award goes to 

DEA Group Supervisors James Jones, Bruce Colin Dickey, Special Agents Keyur Patel, Adam Stachecki, 

Jay Borns, James Walsh, Wilfred Taylor, Owen Putman, Hugo Alarcon, Scott Kaiser, Special Agent 

Pilots Henry Jenik, Sidney Randy Park, Technical Specialist Andrew Biezart, Intelligence Analyst 

Gabriela Perez, Investigative Assistant Lucy Flores, Senior Financial Investigators Rebecca Branum, 

James Woolley; Chicago Police Department TFO Frank Gomez; Cook County Sheriff Police TFO Efrain 

Mata; Aurora Police Department TFO Tom Maguire; Addison Police Department TFO Frank Pope; Oak 

Lawn Police Department TFO Christine Maguire; Prospect Heights Police Department TFOs Joseph 

Vertone, Milo Derman; Arlington Heights Police Department TFO Rodolfo Avalos; Illinois State Police 

K9 Troopers Chad Martinez, Matt Szluka, Troopers Nick Colon, Greg Melzer, Sergeant Ken Benson; 

U.S. Customs & Border Protection Enforcement Officer Alfredo Rivera; Assistant U.S. Attorneys Kelly 

Greening, Misty Wright, John Cooke.    

 

Law Enforcement Excellence Task Force Award (Drugs, Gangs, and Guns)  

Operation My Nightmare was a long-term federal investigation conducted by the Chicago Organized 

Crime Drug Enforcement Strike Force Group 2 and the United States Attorney’s Office for the Northern 

District of Illinois. Through meticulous investigative techniques and strategies, this multi-agency task 

force has seized over 120 kilograms of cocaine, 60 kilograms of heroin, over $4.4 million in cash/assets, 

and has made over 30 arrests worldwide.  

 

During the course of the investigation and based on judicially approved wire intercepts, members of 

Chicago Strike Force Group 2 (CSF2) intercepted the electronic communications between an identified 

target of the investigation in Mexico and an unknown male discussing the ongoing investigation. CSF2 



agents/officers, working in close cooperation with the DEA Mexico City Country Office (MCCO), 

intercepted the transmission of a photo of a meeting that occurred in Mexico and included several subjects 

of the investigation and a DEA informant acting in a covert capacity on behalf agents/officers in support 

of this ongoing investigation. Subsequently, members of the task force began working to identify the 

source of the leaked photo. Following several weeks of intensive investigative work, the source of the 

leaked information was identified as a Commander within the ranks of the Mexican Federal Police 

(MFP). Through intensive negotiations and navigating through a host of potential geo-political and 

bureaucratic issues, the Mexican Federal Police Official was fired from his official duties with the MFP, 

and in March 2017 he self-surrendered to members of CSF2 to face federal corruption charges in the 

Northern District of Illinois. This historic event marks the first time a Government of Mexico official has 

faced federal corruption charges in the Northern District of Illinois.  

 

For their efforts the Chicago Crime Commission Law Enforcement Excellence Task Force Award goes to 

Chicago Police Department Sgt./Group Supervisor George J. Karuntzos, TFOs George Brown, 

Christopher Chmelar, Carlos Huertas, John Knezevich, Tamara Matthews, Billy Roumbos, Jeffrey 

Troutman; DEA Special Agents Thomas J. Asselborn, Donald Wood, Daniel Gainer, Yusuf Norris, 

Timothy Jennings, John Adie, Division Counsel Dan Maloney, Group Assistant Stathy Panopoulos, 

Intelligence Research Specialist Darlinda Rodriguez; HSI Special Agent Terrence McCabe; Illinois 

Department of Corrections TFO Willie Corbett; Illinois State Police TFO Gregory Lecas; Assistant 

United States Attorneys Michael Ferrara, Katherine Sawyer, Devlin Su.  

 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Peter Bensinger has spent his life committed to serving others. Currently a Senior Consultant at BDA | 

Morneau Shepell and founder of Bensinger, DuPont & Associates (BDA), Bensinger also served as the 

Administrator of the United States Drug Enforcement Administration, serving over five and one-half 

years under Presidents Ford, Carter and Reagan. During his tenure as Administrator, heroin overdose 

deaths decreased by over 50%, and there was a significant decrease in the overall number of Americans 

using illegal drugs.   

 

Prior to Bensinger’s appointment in Washington, he served as Director of the Illinois Department of 

Corrections with direct responsibility for all penitentiaries, reformatories, training schools, and parole 

supervision. During this period, the rate of adult offenders returning to prison (recidivism) was reduced 

by 40%, and for juvenile offenders, recidivism was reduced by more than 50%.  He was elected by 

directors of other state prison systems as President of the Association of State Correctional Administrators 

and served as Executive Director of the Chicago Crime Commission. 

 

Bensinger was a principal delegate to Interpol for the United States in 1978 and was a member of the 

Executive Committee of the International Association of Chiefs of Police and Chairman of its Narcotic 

and Dangerous Drug Committee. Bensinger also chaired the Illinois Criminal Justice Information 

Authority from June 1991 to January 2003.   

 

In addition to his 42 years of service on the board of the Chicago Crime Commission, Bensinger serves 

on the Board of Directors of the DEA Educational Foundation, Educating Voices, and Lurie Children’s 

Hospital, and has been a member of the Commercial Club of Chicago since 1992.   

 

Bensinger is a nationally recognized expert on the issues of drugs and alcohol in the workplace, has 

authored a special report on this subject for the Harvard Business Review, and has been quoted in national 

and international publications on this subject. He has appeared as a guest on Face the Nation, Meet the 

Press, Good Morning America, Oprah Winfrey, The O’Reilly Factor, Nightline, and other national and 

international media.  

 



For his lifetime of achievement in law enforcement, the Chicago Crime Commission is honored to bestow 

its Lifetime Achievement Award to Mr. Peter Bensinger.  

 

 

Mitch Mars Award for Prosecutorial Excellence 

Law enforcement fulfills a host of essential functions within society, including among them the successful 

prosecution of criminal activity. Effective teamwork is vital for the success of all law enforcement 

agencies, and the Chicago Crime Commission is proud to recognize these dedicated individuals for their 

exhaustive six-year investigation and prosecution of the Hobos, a ruthless criminal organization that 

operated in Chicago for more than a decade. The Hobos committed eleven murders, including the 

murders of two informants, more than 20 shootings, numerous home invasions and armed robberies, and 

trafficking in heroin, cocaine, and crack cocaine.  

 

The federal investigation against the Hobos began in 2011 with an FBI informant who purchased heroin 

from Gregory Chester. Chester was sophisticated and cautious, rotating vehicles, changing cellphones, 

and using associates. Ultimately, the Hobos grew suspicious of the FBI informant, ostracizing him and 

stymieing efforts to infiltrate the group.  

 

The team turned to a full-scale grand jury investigation. The team incarcerated Hobos members and 

developed several into cooperators who were willing to testify about past crimes they and their 

organization committed. More than 50 witnesses testified before the grand jury about the Hobos’ crimes.  

 

However, some witnesses were reluctant or refused to testify while others were compelled to do so.  

In September 2013, the grand jury indicted nine defendants on charges of racketeering conspiracy, 

racketeering murder, and narcotics and firearms offenses. The team juggled the charged case with the 

grand jury investigation into three more murder indictments, including an indictment of a witness who 

was cooperating with the FBI.  In September 2014, the grand jury returned a superseding indictment, 

adding a defendant and three more racketeering murder charges.  

 

Four defendants plead guilty, and six proceeded to trial, which lasted for 15 weeks and brought unique 

challenges. Many witnesses were unruly. Several were arrested and brought to court. One refused to 

testify, was held in contempt, and was imprisoned for 60 days. Several witnesses, including former NBA 

player Bobby Simmons, claimed amnesia on the stand.  

 

The team presented the Hobos’ decade of criminal activity, helping the jury understand the Hobos’ crimes 

through the presentation of expert testimony on Chicago gangs and their history as well as a chronological 

presentation of the Hobos’ criminal behavior over the years. The jury returned guilty verdicts against all 

six defendants for racketeering conspiracy, with special findings that raised their statutory maximum 

sentence to life imprisonment. Four defendants were found guilty of racketeering murder charges, and 

two were found guilty of firearms and narcotics offenses.  

 

As a result of the team’s persistence over five years, the Hobos were dismantled and brought to justice 

after the jury’s resounding verdict.  

 

For their efforts the Chicago Crime Commission’s Mitch Mars Prosecutorial Excellence Award goes to 

United States Attorneys Office Assistant U.S. Attorneys Patrick M. Otlewski, Derek Owens, Timothy J. 

Storino, Paralegal Specialists Kristin Osborne, Judith Gaylen; FBI Special Agent Alissa Her; Chicago 

Police Commander James Sanchez, Sergeant Maurizio Inzerra; HIDTA Analyst Megan Misura.  

 

PAWS Of Distinction Award 



After completing an intensive 8-week training course in August 2015, Lake County Deputy John Forlenza 

and K-9 Dax have proven to be a force to be reckoned with. In their first two years on patrol, Deputy 

Forlenza and K-9 Dax have formed an inseparable bond and have built a reputation through the state, 

county, and law enforcement community as the “Go To K-9 Team.” Some meritorious actions of 

recognition include 367 canine deployments resulting in: 105 arrests of offenders, 71 tracks which 

covered a total of 235 miles, 151 pounds of cannabis found, 1705 kilograms of cocaine found, 2.0 

kilograms of crack cocaine found, 1000 hits of LSD found, and 20 firearms and 7 vehicles seized.  

 

Earlier this year, Deputy Forlenza and K-9 Dax responded to a call of a known gang member driving 

recklessly. Upon arrival at the crashed vehicle, K-9 Dax picked up the scent and tracked the offender for 

300 yards into a heavily wooded area. The offender refused to comply with commands and instead turned 

away and started to create a distance between himself and K-9 Dax. Dax was deployed and engaged the 

offender and held him on the ground until the offender could be handcuffed. The offender was charged 

with several felonies including trying to harm a police K-9.  

 

This past March, the Lake County Major Crimes Task Force requested the assistance of Deputy Forlenza 

and K-9 Dax to search for a murder weapon in a large area that was covered in four inches of fresh snow. 

After tirelessly searching for over an hour in the harsh weather, K-9 Dax discovered a shotgun, shotgun 

shell, and the victim’s baseball cap, which had been thrown 8 feet into a tree by the offender. The 

recovery of the evidence led to the successful charging of the offender and closure for the victim’s family.  

 

For their efforts the Chicago Crime Commission Paws of Distinction Award goes to Lake County 

Sheriff’s Department Deputy and his K9 Dax.  
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